
PRESS RELEASE 

INDIAN COAST GUARD SALVAGED MT INFINITY- 1 OFF MORMUGAO 
FIRST MONSOON PREPAREDNESS TEST 

 

 

1. BEFORE SW MONSOON KNOCKS AT THE DOORS OF MORMUGAO, A DISTRESS 
SITUATION WAS REPORTED BY MOTOR TANKER INFINITY– 1 ABOUT 20 N MILES FROM GOA 
IN THE EVENING HOURS OF 08 JUN 16. INDIAN COAST GUARD SALVAGED THE VESSEL, ITS 
CARGO AND RESCUED 14 CREW BY DISPATCHING SHIPS FROM GOA.  

2. INDIAN COAST GUARD PROVIDED SALVAGE ASSISTANCE TO PANAMA FLAG, MT 
INFINITY- 1 CARRYING 1794 METRIC TONS OF ASPHALT. THE VESSEL WAS ANCHORED 20 
MILES OFF AGUADA, GOA DUE TO HIGH RATE OF FLOODING. ON RECEIPT OF THE 
INFORMATION FROM MARITIME RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRE, MUMBAI THROUGH AN 
E-MAIL AT 1807 HRS ON 08 JUN 16 FROM THE SHIPS AGENT, INDIAN COAST GUARD 
SPRUNG INTO IMMEDIATE ACTION AND DISPATCHED SHIPS FROM GOA TO BRING THE 
SITUATION UNDER CONTROL. 

3. MT INFINITY-1 IS AN OIL/ASPHALT CARRIER AND WAS ON COASTAL PASSAGE FROM 
KANDLA, GUJARAT TO KARWAR, KARNATAKA WITH 14 MEMBER INDIAN CREW. SHE HAD 
DEVELOPED A CRACK NEAR THE COFFERDAM TWO METERS BELOW THE WATER LINE IN 
THE FORE PART OF THE SHIP DUE TO WHICH WATER INGRESSED AT A VERY HIGH RATE. 
THE FLOODING WOULD HAVE CAUSED THE SHIP TO SINK, AND THE COAST GUARD WAS 
INFORMED THAT THE CREW OF THE TANKER ARE NOT SUFFICIENTLY EQUIPPED TO COPE  
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UP WITH THE VOLUME OF WATER ENTERING AS A RESULT OF WHICH THE VESSEL WAS 
LISTED TO STARBOARD (RIGHTED SIDE). 

4. COAST GUARD SHIPS AMAL AND SHOOR EQUIPPED WITH ADEQUATE DAMAGE 
CONTROL EQUIPMENT AND SPECIALISED TRAINED STAFF IMMEDIATELY ARRIVED ON THE 
SCENE BRAVING THE ROUGH SEA CONDITIONS. 02 OTHER COAST GUARD SHIPS AND A 
HELICOPTER WERE ALSO KEPT STANDBY AT IMMEDIATE NOTICE. ON ARRIVAL FIVE IN 
NUMBER SUBMERSIBLE AND DIESEL DRIVEN PUMPS, OTHER DAMAGE CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT AND SPECIALISTS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE DISTRESS SHIP TO CARRY OUT 
DE-FLOODING OF WATER THAT HAD INGRESSED AT THE RATE OF ABOUT 50 TONS PER 
HOUR. 

5. WITHIN SIX HOURS OF CONTINUOUS DE-FLOODING OPERATION IN THE DARK 
HOURS, FLOODING WAS BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL AND VESSEL ACHIEVED STABILISED 
CONDITION. DESPITE HEAVY FLOODING AND TESTING WEATHER/SEA CONDITIONS THE 
COAST GUARD PERSONNEL WERE ABLE TO CAPITALISE ON THEIR EQUIPMENT AND 
AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO EFFECTIVELY CONTAIN THE DAMAGE. THE PROMPT RESPONSE 
BY THE COAST GUARD NOT ONLY SAVED THE VESSEL, ITS CREW AND CARGO BUT ALSO 
AVERTED A POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS SITUATION WHERE IN THE  CARGO RELEASED INTO 
THE SEA WOULD HAVE CAUSED UNFATHOMABLE ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE, INCLUDING 
DAMAGE TO THE PRISTINE BEACHES OF GOA. 

6. MT INFINITY 1 HAS WEIGHED ANCHOR IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF 09 JUN 16 
AND IS BEING ESCORTED TO KARWAR BY CG SHIPS WITH A TEAM OF COAST GUARD 
PERSONNEL ON BOARD THE TANKER CONTINUOUSLY ENGAGED IN DE-FLOODING AND 
DAMAGE CONTROL FOR ENSURING SAFE PASSAGE. 

 
  

  


