PRESS RELEASE

COAST GUARD REPATRIATED SIX (06) FISHERMEN OF ANDAMAN
DISTRESSED BOAT REPORTED ADRIFT OFF SRI LANKAN COAST

KARAIKAL-10 JAN 17. Fishing boat Fahima Faheda (Regn no.
IND/AN/SA/MM/1013) alongwith six (06) Indian Fishermen of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands was Repatriated from Sri Lanka by Indian Coast Guard Ship ICGS Rani
Durgavati at 1010 hrs on 09 Jan 17 at International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL).
The Port Blair registered boat which sailed from South Andaman on 27 Nov 16, got
trapped in to Cyclone ‘Vardah'. The boat went missing since 12 Dec 16. Accordingly,
the MRCC (Port Blair) launched SAR efforts & alerted all concerned for missing boat.
The distressed boat alongwith 06 crew could finally detected by Sri Lankan Navy on
05 Jan 17 Off Poduvakattu Beach (150 Mullaitivu 22). The boat engine was reported
to be Non-Ops. The boat was towed by the Sri Lankan Navy to Kankesanturai and
was Repatriation to Indian Coast Guard Off IMBL on 09 Jan 17.

All crew members on taking over onboard Coast Guard Ship Rani Durgavati
were medically checked and all crew reported to be stable.

The repatriated Fishermen embarked onboard ICGS Rani Durgavati arrived
Karaikal Port at 2130 hrs on 09 Jan 17. They were received at Karaikal Port by
Executive Officer, Coast Guard Station Karaikal, Joint director of Fisheries,
Nagapattinam and Deputy Director of Fisheries, Karaikal. The boat will be under the
Custody and care of Karaikal Fisheries authority till the owners make arrangement to
take boat to their base port at Port Blair Post Repair. The Port Blair Fisheries
administration has deputed two Fisheries representative for making necessary
arrangements for Repair and Planning further passage to Port Blair. During the year
2016, Coast Guard Ships had Repatriated a total no. of 288 fishermen from Sri Lankan
authorities.



